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the present transition stage of religion, psychology, science,
art, and economics. The changes in these are so sudden as
almost to indicate the end of an era in human thy^ht and
action,

A generation or more will have to elapse before the
peoples of the West are able to estimate, in their true
dimensions, the momentous results of the modern develop-
ments in Japan, and especially the striking object lessons
of the Russo-Japanese War. Enough has, however, been
witnessed, and to those who have eyes to see and brains to
understand is daily being witnessed, to prove that the
victories of the Britain of the East in the twentieth century
mark as important an epoch in the history of the world as
did those of the Britain of the West in the nineteenth
century. My object now is to direct attention to some of
the more important problems which have arisen in conse-
quence of the change of conditions in the Far East,

It is now being recognised by statesmen and by students
of sociology in the West that the changes which have taken
place in Japan not only affect that country, but that they
will have great influence on social and political conditions in
the Far East generally, and directly or indirectly on all the
commercial and industrial countries in the world, and
especially on those in the Pacific area. The complete treat-
ment, even of this single aspect, would take us into very
long discussions on the various countries and their economic
and political conditions. This book, however, is not meant
for specialists who have at their command detailed informa-
tion on the different subjects involved, but for those who
wish to obtain a general idea of some of the world-problems
which are now confronting those who are in positions to
affect the destinies of the world. All, therefore, I have
attempted is an introduction to the study of what may be